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Dear Sir or Madam

the International Conference on 'Quantum Information: Conceptual
Foundations, Developments and Perspectives' has taken place on the
13-18 July 2002, Oviedo, Spain.

Around 160 researchers from all over the world participated in the
conference. Many leading researchers both in theoretical and experimental
research were able to attend the meeting to present their most recent results. The
conference programme contained 28 talks and two long poster sessions. The
number of presentations has been kept at a moderate level to allow space for
discussions between researchers thereby contributing to the stimulating
atmosphere of the conference. The conference schedule was designed ensure that
both leading researchers and promising younger researchers (PhD students, young
postdocs) were given the opportunity to present their most recent results. Indeed,
of the 28 speakers 2 were PhD students and 8 were postdocs (i.e. without
permanent academic positions). True to the title of the conference the programme
was split into days focussed on experimental work, theoretical work closely
related to experiments, work on various aspects of quantum entanglement in
quantum information and on the foundations of quantum mechanics. Researchers
from these different directions were given the possibility to interact and
opportunity enhanced by two public discussion sessions, the long poster

sessions and the general free time for discussions. In general we believe that we



have been able to make the conference interdisciplinary with participants from
experimental and theoretical physics (mathematical physics, quantum optics etc),
mathematics, computer science and philosophy of science.

Generally the scientific standard of the meeting was high and a number
of exciting new results were reported. Beautiful progress in experimental work
of ion trap groups that now allows to trap ions inside optical cavitics has been
presented which will surely stimulate future research. Very interesting work
reported by N. Gisin tested the foundations of quantum mechanics and provided
food for thought for the day on foundations of quantum mechanics. Interesting
work on theoretical aspects of the field were presented on days 3 and 4 including
a range of novel results and no-go theorems on continuous variable physics and
the application of ideas of quantum information to problems from statistical
mechanics were reported by young researcher J. Eisert.

The results of the conference will be documented in a special issue of
Journal of Modern Opties which will be edited by Miguel Ferrero. Further to
that a conference webpage has been (and will continue) to be available.

It was the general feeling that the conference has been very successful and
represented an important event in the field this year. The support of
QUIPROCONE ensured that a significant number of young researchers could

participate in the meeting, contributing to its lively atmosphere.

The large number of participants, the even larger number of applicants as

well as the scientific quality of the meeting demonstrated that the field is
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progressing well.
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